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A BRIEF HISTORY OF BOY SCOUT TROOP 39 
OF THE TRAINING SCHOOL 
AT VINELAND 





ARTHUR DAVIES The Training Schoo 
Vineland, New Jersey 

The introduction of a scouting program in the recreational setup 
of The Training Schoo] at Vineland presented quite a challenge, not 
only to the official staff members intrusted with the guidance and suc- 
cess of the organization, but to the pupils of The Training School as 
well. 

Scouting programs are designed particularly for children of 
normal intellectual capacity and physical fitness. Obviously, a nor- 
mal boy joining a Boy Scout Troop as a tenderfoot scout at the age of 
eleven has a mental age on a par with his life age. 

Consequently, it was rather difficult for our boys to cope with 
every aspect of scouting requirements, since many had chronological 
ages ranging from eleven to twenty years, contrasting with mental 
ages from six to fourteen years. 

Nevertheless, our scouting program was destined for success since 
the staff members serving as scout leaders made up for the deficiency 
by employing demonstration methods and emphasizing practical 
phases of scouting lore, while individual aptitudes and needs of the 
children participating in the program were regarded as paramount. 

There are of necessity many things which have to be omitted in 
a brief summary of Troop 39, spanning twelve years of continuous 
service to the pupils of The Training School. 

However, in spite of the many limitations imposed, this histori- 
cal picture attempts to bring to the fore a few of the more important 
accomplishments, activities, and leaders who have worked so faithfully 
to insure the successful operation of the scouting program for The 
Training School’s Troop 39. 
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1937 Troop 39 became a chartered organization in 1937 with The 
Training School at Vineland serving as sponsor. Mr. C. 
Emerson Nash, superintendent,..served as Troop Committee 

Chairman. The Troop Committee included Mr. George Hawke, Mr. 

Joseph R. Deacon, and Mr. Albert Hetzel, all Training School staf 

members. This Committee selected Mr. Harry Holden, housefather at 

De Mott Cottage to act as Scout Master. Sixteen boys were selected 

by the Scout Master and Troop Committee to join the initial group 

and the basement of De Mott Cottage was used as a meeting place, 


The Troop began to take shape with two patrols of eight boys 
each. It was soon obvious that the basement of De Mott Cottage could 
not afford the room necessary to carry out the activities of an active 
troop. Thus, Troop 39 transferred its regular ‘meeting place to 
Garrison Hall, where they carried on regular meetings for several 
years. 


This first year of scouting at The Training School might be term. 
ed the:adjustment period. Many of the requirenients set forth in the 
Scout Handbook were unfamiliar to Training School Scouts. The oath 
and the laws were something the boys had heard about, but never had 
they expected to use them as a pattern for their own conduct. Natural- 
ly, as was expected, the adjustment period was a difficult one for most 
of them and entirely too complicated for a few in the initial group. 


1938 ‘This period proved to be a better one for Vineland Training 
1939 School Scouts. Troop 39 had already been privileged to 
attend some of the camporees with some of the Scout Troops 
of the South Jersey Council. On several occasions Vineland District 
Troops came to The Training School grounds for their camporees. 


Advancements ‘ proceeded ‘slowly, but a few of the boys reached 
the rank of First Class. 


During this .period .our Scouts were examined by a regular 
Court of Honor Committee for the Vineland District and. arrange- 
ments were made for a Court of.Honor to be held at least once a year 


at The Training School. 
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1940 By this time the Troop seemed to be well established. Grad- 
ually new members were added, with the roster totaling 
thirty-two Scouts, divided into four patrols. They had not 

only participated in joint activities with local Scout Troops, but 

they had also entered a rather elaborate display of Scout Crafts, ex- 
hibited along with work of other Troops. Several Parents’ Nights 
were held at which our Scouts demonstrated their work, including 
knot tying, safety work, first aid, and signalling. The opportunities to 
perform for parents and friends which these programs presented 


proved to be invaluable experiences for these boys. 


The year that marked the entrance of the United States in 
World War II saw a shift in emphasis in the type of activi- 
ties pursued by The Training School’s Scouting Program. 
Regular troop meetings were held throughout the year, but the time 
allotted for Troop activities was limited. Activities were reduced great- 
ly in terms of usual routines, but concentrated more upon conserva- 
tion, collection of scrap metal, paper, rubber, etc. Collections were 
made regularly and at one time Troop 39 merited an award for the 
largest collection of scrap materials in a contest conducted among all 
troops composing the South Jersey Council. 


1941 


1942 The year 1942 proved to be a very trying time for Troop 39. 
The charter had been renewed early in the winter season, 
but interest was lagging. Mr. Holden, the Scout Master, left 

the employ of The Training School and as a result of enlistments in 

the armed forces, The Troop Committee was depleted almost entirely, 
depriving the organization of competent and valuable adult leader- 
ship and help. 


At this juncture, the position of the Boys’ Supervisor was offered 
the writer and at the acceptance of this position an attempt was made 
to revive interest in Troop 39’s activities. 
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A request for the use of the men’s social club room for Troop 
Headquarters was granted. One of the first activities resulting from 
this. renewed interest was cleaning the room so that regular weekly 
meetings could be conducted. 


With the help of Mr. Henry Renne, The Training School’s farm 
supervisor, Mr. Colla, and the Troop Committee, the bgys were pro. 
vided with some good activities and instruction during the days of 
reorganization. To stimulate interest through the fall and winter 
months, a series of lectures and other gatherings were conducted, in- 
cluding a Parents’ Night, as well as several rallies in Vineland. 


1943 Interest in the Troop was again firmly established and quite 
a large demand for entrance into the group had to be han. 
dled. The Troop’s membership had grown from thirty-two 

boys to forty. Patrols were now given additional privileges and re- 
sponsibilities. Each patrol had a leader, an assistant, a scribe and 
conducted a formal business meeting weekly. This additional respon- 
sibility developed many latent talents and gave the boys much satis- 
faction. 


Late in the year Mr. Holden, the former Scout Master, returned 
to The Training School and resumed his former duties as Troop 39's 
leader. 


1944 These were very successful years for our Boy Scout Troop. 
1945  Asva result of a full summer and winter program, a large 

number of our boys won merit badges and these, as well as 
leadership stripes, adorned their uniforms. 


An area for use as a camp site was granted for Troop 39’s use 
in the West Grove on The Training School grounds. Many a happy 
afternoon was spent building a fireplace, enclosing the site with a 
fence and building tables with seats. The grove is adjacent to the 
field :where tents are pitched for overnight camping. 


Twenty-five nylon tents-were purchased for the use of the Scouts: 


136 











The Training School Bulletin 


During this time in the history of Troop 39, Mr. Nash was award- 
ed the Silver Beaver for his long, outstanding service and loyalty to 
scouting. Mr. Nash served as Troop Committee Chairman for many 
years. He is still interested in all Training School Scout activities, al- 
ways attending Troop Committee meetings and special functions. 


19. The Troop kept growing and by registration time in Feb- 
ruary, 1946, it was necessary to restrict membership to fifty, 
since facilities were limited. In many respects Troop 39 ‘was 

considered the finest Troop in the South Jersey Council. Our Troop 

was rated as next to the largest troop in membership, with the best 
record of attendance. Members of The Training School’s Troop re- 
ceived the greatest number of merit badges issued during the year. 


Many joint Scout gatherings and rallies were attended, in addi- 
tion to several overnight outdoor camping trips. 


1947 One very sad experience befell the Troop and The Training 
School, when on March 1, 1947, Mr. Holden, the Scout Mas- 
ter, passed away. He had attended the regular Troop Meeting 

the previous evening and following the meeting had discussed plans 

for future activities with the author. 


The boys were very fond of Mr. Holden and as a result of his 
untimely passing had suffered a great loss. His long experience with 
boys made him a valuable leader and friend. The Troop will long 
cherish his guidance. 


1948 Troop 39’s membership had grown even larger. On February 
1949 28, 1949, fifty-eight boys and six adult leaders were register- 

ed. Mr. Samuel Wallace was appointed Scout Master to re- 
place Mr. Holden. Mr. Wallace proved to be a most competent leader. 
He was well qualified for the position, since he had had many years 
of experience working with boys and young men. 
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The Troop continued in good standing and recently pledged it. 
self to support a two year program sponsored by the national organ. 
ization. The program entitled “Strengthen The Arm of Liberty” syr. 
passed any previous program attempt by the organization. In the 
opinion of the author, scouting will mean more and accomplish much 
toward making better citizens for tomorrow by reason of its exten. 
sive purpose. 


The boys composing Troop 39 attained the following ratings up 
to this point: tenderfoot rating, eighteen Scouts; eight ranked as 
Second Class Scouts; twenty attained the rank of First Class Scouts; 
Star Scouts numbered twelve, five of which are studying to attain the 


Life Scout Rank. 


Property owned by the Troop included an American flag, a troop 
flag, five patrol flags, twenty-five nylon tents, and a camp site under 
reconstruction. 


To end this brief historical report of Troop 39, it might be well 
to outline some of the activities pursued by this Troop. Since space 
and time would scarcely permit a listing of activities in detail, the 
following outline covering highlights of the six month period from 
December, 1947 to May, 1948 will present to the reader an idea of 
the range of activities offered the boys participating in the Training 
School’s Scouting Program. 


1947 
December 6 Board of Review. Thirty-two boys were examined 
and all passed their tests. One hundred merit 
badges were awarded. 
1948 
January 10 Troop attended the Vineland District Roundup at 
The Kimco Club. Troop 39 was awarded a skin 
shield. This was a wind-up of a drive for new 
Scouts. 
January 25 An appropriate and impressive service was held 


at Garrison Hall where the Troop was presented 
with an American Flag by the local American 
Legion Post. 
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February 2 


February 6 


February 13 


April 2 


May 1 
May 12 
May 21 
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Parents’ Night was attended at the Vineland High 
School. 


During Boy Scout Week, February 6 to 12, tents 
were pitched on Maxham lawn. Flags were raised 
every morning and lowered at sunset. 


Merit badges were awarded, as were new ratings, 
at a very nice ceremony. 


An annual Parents’ Night was held at Garrison 
Hall. The Troop performed for parents and guests 
at one of the best programs ever demonstrated. 
The Troop Charter was also presented. 


Troop worked at camp site. 
A treasure hunt was sponsored by the Troop. 


First outdoor meeting of the year was held at 
camp. 
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SOME CONCLUSIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND RESTING 





Farm Supervisor 
HENRY E. RENNE The Training School 


Vineland, New Jersey 


In an article entitled “Some Comparisons in Institutional and 
Commercialized Farming”, which appeared in the April, 1949 issue 
of THE TRAINING SCHOOL BULLETIN, reference was made to a 
procedure termed “land resting” and to the most gratifying results 
which were obtained when such a procedure was put to use. 

Recently, such a test was conducted on The Training School's 
Farm through the cooperation of Dr. O. R. Neal of the United States 
Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service and Mr. Dwight 
K. Springer, soil conservationist on the staff of the New Jersey Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station. 

Dr. Neal made the following report at the conclusion of the ex- 
periment. 

“A field test involving a study of the effect of crop ro- 
tation or land resting on the growth and yield of sweet corn 
was conducted on the Vineland Training School Farm in co- 
operation with Mr. Henry Renne, farm supervisor. During 
1947 a field was rested in rye grass, vetch, and some red 
clover. In late summer this was disked down to get a re- 
seeding of vetch. The reseeding was poor but allowed to 
grow and mature during the year of 1948, which kept the 
field out of cultivation two years. During 1948 an adjacent 
field was rested in rye grass, vetch and red clover for one 
year. Both the one year and two year resting treatments 
were on similiar soil conditions. The fields were planted to 
sweet corn this year and received identical treatment. The 
yields obtained were as follows: 

Two Year Rested—3,310 No. 1 ears per acre 

Weighing 1,968 pounds. 

One Year Rested—2,787 No. 1 ears per acre 

weighing 1,603 pounds. 
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“The two year resting treatment gave an increase of 
19% more marketable No. 1 ears, with a net gain of 23% 
in weight over the one year resting treatment. 


“A strip of land, which had been cultivated in peppers 
during 1948, then seeded to wheat and vetch for winter 
cover, bordered the one year resting treatment described 
above. A test, with another variety of sweet corn planted ten 
days later, was run on the cultivated field and on a compar- 
able area of the one year rested land. The yields obtained 


were: 


One Year Rested-—6,097 No. 1 ears per acre 
weighing 3,136 pounds. 


Wheat-vetch winter. cover 
following cultivation—5,052 No. 1 ears per acre 
weighing 2,613 pounds. 


“The one year resting treatment gave an increase of 
21% more marketable No. 1] ears, with a gain of 20% in 
weight over the cultivated land with a winter cover crop. 


“Plant height measurements were made twice during 
the season to correlate growth differences with yield, as 
affected. by the resting treatments. Differences in’ plant 
height during this season: were not! found to be. significant 
between any of.the treatments.” 


The increased production gained from resting land in cover crop, 


unharvested, for one or more years is plainly but dramatically indi- 


cated in Dr. Neal’s report. 


The practice of land resting should not presume to originate 


with modern farming methods, however, for in Biblical times the an- 
cient Hebrews were to observe a Sabbatical year every seven years. 
During that year, no crops were to be sown or harvested, but com- 
mentaries dryly suggest that this law was a difficult one to enforce! 


Men now realize that the Creator’s command was not unfounded. 





For years farmers have replaced the major elements of the soil 


(nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash) through chemical fertilizers, sup- 
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plemented by manures and green crops. However, recently in the New 
Jersey area they have been faced with deficiencies of the minor ele. 
ments of the soil as well. These consist of boron, magnesium, man. 
ganese, zinc, iron, etc. Though plant requirements for these minor 
elements are generally known, it is difficult to apply them to the soil 
in their proper proportions. Some commercial fertilizers on the mar. 
ket now contain small percentages of these trace elements but there 
is always the danger of upsetting the very delicate balance needed | 
for proper plant growth. Too little will leave a deficiency of the re. 
quired ingredients and too much will, in some cases, create a danger. 


ous toxicity. 


_————SSSSS 


| 


In land resting, a good cover crop is allowed to mature and re. 
seed itself, or to be plowed down and replaced with another for one 
year or more. Both the roots and top growth of the first year’s crop 
rot down into the soil, building up the humus (decayed organic 
matter) and increasing the organic matter (any non-living substance 
within the soil) through micro-organism activity. This results in the 
soil becoming more flocculent and porous, and increasing its water- 
holding ability which is so beneficial and necessary in a dry season. 
Since all plants contain within their roots and stems that which they 
have taken from the earth, these elements have to be restored to re- 
plenish the soil. For example, in some large fruit-growing areas, pow- 
erful machines are used to pulverize branches pruned from the trees 
and to disk them into the earth so that the organic elements they con- 
tain may be restored to the soil. In the future more practices of this 
nature will have to be observed if farmers are to maintain that pre- 
cise balance of soil materials which a healthy, fruitful plant requires. 
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ABSTRACTS OF PUBLICATIONS 
OF THE ‘RESEARCH ‘DEPARTMENT 
THE TRAINING SCHOOL AT VINELAND 





CASSEL, ROBERT H., The Effect of Mental Age and Etiology on Two 
Factors :in:'Formboard Performance. Journal of Clinical Psychelogy, 
1949, V., No. 4, pp. 398-404. 


The Witmer Formboard -was revised in order to resolve 
the subject’s performances into the quantitative factors of 
motor speed and form ‘perception (S-score and W-score.) 
Using a group of thirty-eight borderline and mentally defi- 
cient boys, the author found that the differences in median 
scores on the ‘Cassel revision of the Witmer Formboard 
norms at ‘the ‘higher age levels are primarily differences in 
‘motor ‘speed. Using a group of ‘fifty-nine endogenous and 
‘seventy exogenous ‘mentally deficient boys who were equated 
for MA, the author found etiological differences in perform- 
ance, Results showed ‘further'that the endogenous group per- 
formed significantly better ‘than the exogenous group on ‘to- 
tal ‘formboard seore, form perception score, -and ‘motor 
speed score. It was shown, ‘too, ‘that motor speed appeared 
to. be related to MA for both etiological groups, and that 
form perception appeared.to be related to MA for .the .en- 
dogenous group. The author concluded that the experimen- 
tal results tended to confirm: the; hypothesis that -the mentally 
deficient.are not a homogeneous group. 

-H. D.. ARBITMAN 
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CASSEL, ROBERT H., Relation of Design Reproduction to the Etio. 
logy of Mental Deficiency. Journal of Consulting Psychology, 1949, 
XIII, No. 6, pp. 421-428. 


This study adds verifying strength to the hypothesis 
that people who are mentally deficient do not form a homo- 
geneous group. The experiment was set up to study the re. 
sults obtained when twenty-five endogenous and twenty-five 
exogenous mentally deficient males, who were equated for 
LA and MA, were subjected to the Ellis Visual Designs Test. 
This test consists of ten geometric figures, each of which is 
drawn from memory, after being exposed for five seconds, 


In preparing for the experiment, Cassel wished to test 
the hypothesis that the Ellis Visual Designs Test might not 
actually measure the ability to reproduce from memory. 
If subjects are asked to reproduce drawings from memory, 
should it not be first determined if they can draw from 
copy? How would they perform if they were merely asked 
to draw the geometric designs from copy? In view of this, 
the study was then set up to examine the results obtained 
with the etiologically differentiated groups. It was found 
that there was a definite etiological difference in favor of 
the endogenous group in reproducing the figures from copy. 
Consequently, the question arose whether the Ellis Visual 
Designs Test should be used as a test for memory when 
used with mentally deficient subjects. _ 


It was further found that there was a correlation be- 
tween reproduction scores and MA for the endogenous, but 
not for the exogenous group. This finding, in addition 
to previous independent studies by Cassel in his modification 
of the Witmer Formboard and Heath with his rail walking 
performance test, challenges the advisability of equating the 
two etiologically different groups in terms of the same 


Binet MA. 
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